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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1.  DATE 

7 Jan  51 


E.  DATE'TIME  CROU^ 

Ucal 

CMT^iq50CZ__ 


i.  PHOTOS 

O Vat 

ONa 


7.  LEHOTH  OP  OESERVATiON 


2.  LOCATION 


KonolulQl,  T.H. 


4.  TYPE  OP  oaSERVATION 
O^GfOund*  Vi  *uel 

O Vi  »woI 


WlRW- 


□ Gfound'Ro^of 
O Rudof 


Civilian 


NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  I T.  COURSE 


Seconds I Ono 

19.  BRIBP  SUMMARY  OP  SICHTINO 

l^iddy  orange  colored  flame.  Sliape  - Oil  fire 
blown  by  wind  - Size  10  time  B-37  - Alt  2,000 
- 3,000*.  Object  passed  through  three  clouds 
traveling  in  an  arc,  Trojiisvered  an  arc  of 
60  dog.  Source  was  familiar  with  icoteors 
and  said  this  dldn*t  look  likd  a meteor. 


Arc 


11.  COMMENTS 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 

O Wot  OollooA 
O Probobly  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Bolloon 

0 Wot  AUcroll 

□ Probobly  Aircrolv 
O Possibly  Aircroft 

S Wot  Astronomicol  Wotoor 
O Probobty  Atironomicol 

□ Postibly  Aitronomicol 

D Othtr - 

D Intufficlont  Dofo  for  Evoli^otioo 
D Unknown 


SJiape  - Oil  fire  Probable  meteor  sighting 


ATie  rOJIM  M (SBV  M tKP  93} 


( 


4 


I 


f • 


f 


( '■ 


24-25} 


.nr.'CLASS.'OED 

HEADQUARTERS 
PACtFIC  DIVISION 

MILITARY  AIR  VRANSPORT  SERVICE 

APO  953 


i/?rc  *D/i-v 


SPOT  i::r^n2rcs  IvS^cp.t 


10 


SC3J2CT;  ^nconvcntlon.d  AircrrtCt 


Con?nia:icler 

miltr.ry  Air  ?r£\nsport  St-rrlco 
Ar.^.rewj  Air  7orco  3f:eo 
Va3Hln^t.on  2^^  D,  C. 

A57^?lOITj  Inspector  Sener^l  (03T) 


Ulrector  cf  Sp^icl  Invo3t5j;p.tloao 
HeaA:iuc»i*ter3^  Tnlted  St^tc-3  Air  T'^rca 
Vasbin/'ton  ?5,  D.  C, 


1,  snTTOPSTS:  Uniuer.tiflcd  tlrbcrno  object  ohsarvc-d  In  e'^ 
over  srut’-.ern  r.hora  o?  Island  of  Cshu,  ?.  H.,  ct  l^OO  hours  I!'iV.’ait?n 
Stcaclard  5Ji.7.e  (Hgl),  7 vyiiunry  1351  • 


$ 
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T^x.ULS;  At  IOI5  hours  on  C January  l^yl,  Kr. 

, ~onoVdlu,  -r.  H.,  VkS  Intcr- 
viev’-*d  At  thp.t  r.'‘'2.reso,  f-nd  stnted  Ir.  sahst^'iice  J?s  follov^a; 

At  p-pproxiTJAtely  1300  hoars  (I’SO)  on  7 lOyl*  1 

\;£»3  sittlri^  lu  my  nar>:cl  cor  ct  the  lla.nlolajil  3rivo-Tr.  Sl*.e?.ter, 
16^  Kaplolani  Soulerard,  Honcliilu,  T.  E,  Mj'  car  VPS  nA.rhe-l 
focinj  the  screen,  on  en  approxlaAto  east-vest  line,  hea/.ic^ 
pr.  )rcxl:-  -.t«'ly  es-ot.  At  that  tine,  I loohcd  out  the  open,  rt^ht- 
hr.id  v.’lndov  of  i.y  car  tovavl  the  Boutheaat,  a.vl  o'cscrvoi  r 
IvUVje  uass  of  i uddy -orrr^e  colored  flfi-'.e  e.t  m estiuHtod.  cltltnde 
of  hotv'cen  two  an<^  tVrce  thmiC'Tnd  (POOO-rQoo)  feot  {tr.!  ostlr.atcd 
to  be  out  ovrr  tV.o  ocean  r,ppro?:lr;c.tely  four  (4)  nllcs  fro».i  i.'Z' 
point  of  olaervc.tion,  rr-Sa  of  flsre  rone^re’  to  na  to  be 

sUillar  to  the  tv.pecrance  of  rn  oil  fir-=*  blovm  by  o-  atronj  vinl. 
Ti\e  of  flri.;e  was  I'lnvln^  at  p.  very  f.»5t  rctc  of  spoed  In  r.n 
ep.st-to-V'oet  direction.  I could  not  dlstlnvulsh  any  forn  of 
solid  body  such  r-s  ixn.  rircrr-ft,  but  could  only  coe  the  flrues, 

Titc  r.aoa  of  fl?=i;ie3  oppeprod  to  be  traveling  oa  an  r.rc;  the  object 
ftppoirod  Eudienly;  trr.vollefl  throu.'jh  three  (3)  clouds;  end  I 
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did  not  see  tho  fljjaes  beyoud  the  third  cloud.  An  thu  wovlnc: 
r.ass  of  roofonched  the  third  cloudy  I ohccrvud  p.  con- 

vt-ntionel  four-vo*;lnod  elvcrni't  annrrontly  cor  lr;  Into  Konolula 
fren  tho  south  with  l<».n<3ini;  ll^^hts  litiiited,  I thoujht,  rt  the 
tine,  thRt  the  pilot  of  thft  aio^'O^chlnj  r.lvcre.ft  rr.ust  hevo  ooen 
tho  mo.GO  of  ri'itses,  rnd  th:*t,  ooui-thly,  tha  ij^p.sr  of  fltu.ior,  hnd 
bcf.u  ftn  i^lrcvrft  In  dlstrcsa  ernshinj  Into  tha  occ»4i.  I coil** 
he.-'T  no  sound  fro'.-*  the  uniO jntlfled  object.  Tho  b?h?  of  fl^no 
pnpoored  to  bo  anproxluirtoly  el;^ht  to  ten  tlraes  tho 

vln{;-snr\n  of  tho  four-cn^lt*.od  aircraft.  The  r.j*su  of  flnwas 
war.  visible  to  r.e  for  only  r netter  of  ooconds,  durin^j  which 
tine  It  trp.veroad  a sector  of  npororclwr.toly  sixty  (Go)  dojrots^ 
from  tir.e  of  st^^tini;  until  dlsapp©»’riince  In  tho  third  cloud. 

A conventlcnal  8lnjjl‘i-en''ino  fighter  nlvcteft,  fl^’ln^  at  thvoe- 
to-feur  hundred  (3OO-U0O)  miles  per  hour  would  Iw.ve  rccalrod 
cppro.':ir.j*'tolc.'  five  (l»)  c.lnuteo  to  treval  the  s»r:e  dl«tf*ncn  .‘'o 
the  F.a33  of  flsruis.  T*no  speed  of  the  mass  of  flriitas  fer  r.ut^>ps«nd 
the  opeed  of  p’jcj'  Jst  alrcr:;ft  I have  seen.  The  flexies  aj<pearod 
to  be  laxlly  fanninj  out  bsMnd  the  objsct,  or  «.s  though  the 
flpjoen  VPJM  rot  kaejiin*'  the  cgji.e  rate  of  speed  as  U.e  nalr  bodj', 
which  I could  not  discern. 


Mr ^l^^furnlehed  the  following  partlculai’s  concerning  hl:i- 
celf  fiC  cji  aid  In  ovnloation  of  Ma  ©.icorvctlon ; 3orn  P.Z  Juno 
1920  at  River,  b’lGconcln;  ten  (lO)  years  servico  In  U.  S, 

AriTj',  Ipst  with  pc-ratrooperc  unpssl£;n©'^ ; /'•.•^jroxU.-tely  t\io 
hundred  (?00)  hours  total  flyings  tiruo,  nalnl^*  po  a n3'J9‘»ni;er; 
current  hob'-y  and  forinor  pvefonslor.  as  artist,  palntlnj;;  nochnn- 
Ical  s'rlll,  and  h-?.a  both  participated  In  nnd  Juisod  rrclrg 
events  of  midget  autonoblles  and  notorcj'clea;  non-dr Inl'or;  e.x- 
ccllent  health;  normal  vision  (?0/P0  In  both  eyes),  although 
kno^in  to  be»  color-blind  to  red  and  grwor. . 


Mrl^Blfcfurthcr  advised  th^'t,  at  the  ti:’ic  of  the  slghticg, 
there  was  still  a troce  of  lit^t  In  tho  «’<y  froii  tho  cf  tor-glov 
of  cunset,  pointing  out  that  it  va»  not  I’^^ch-blach  night,  ”e 
pl3o  Indicated  thvt  thov*e  wno  no  unu'^ual  pwounl  of  artificial 
lighting  In  the  Imncdia.to  vicinity  of  hls  point  of  oboervation. 
He  said  tho  flames  Vf:-re  clearly  visible  to  hln:,  and  not  a 
reflection  seen  In  aatonoblle  v;lndov;o  or  other  reflecting  sur- 
faces, Mr  ^§0m  said  that  It  vn-B  a clear  night,  md  add’d  that 
tho  flnm.es  v;c*ro  not  as  bright  rr  a rwteor,  nor  v-n  the  path  of 
flight  similar  to  that  of  a reteor. 


Mr  H^fcadvloed  that  he  had  boon  pccorpiniloi  by  hto  \«lfo 
pu«L one  (1)  child,  neither  of  whom  raw  tho  rose  of  fl-?;jea.  I.t 
4Bl^6?.ld  that  he  drove  to  the  Honolulu  Airport,  Honolulu,  T.H., 
ftt  the  conclusion  of  the  movie,  p.nproxlrirtvly  II30  hours,  and 
tiV.t  he  inquired  of  personnel  in  tlio  nllot-br lef Irg  and  uenthor 
plotting  room  at  the  Aircort  concerning  tho  object  ho  h.ad  ooon, 
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T»rk\vMrp \T)FD  AT  3 YMAH  INTTH'VA 

AI'TKK  12  YKAItb. 

UOD  Dill  5200.10 


tJiX  that  these  people  re-Aortod  ths*t  tho^^d  received  no 
Infornintloa  concerning  a olghtln^.  Kr4^Pt6i>ld  thet  he  had. 
also  called  The  Eonolulu  Advertlaar  end  tho  Knnol-jlu  Ste.r- 
Bullet ln»  ropii<-'-.*.le  dsTTy  nevspapers,  end  had  received  no 
Indication  of  ony  other  ri^orts  concerning  tho  sighting. 

Hr  5'SiTir  called  the  l4th  Eaval  District  Intelligence  Office 
at  epproxlwa.tely  0300  hours  on  3 Jajiuaty  1951* 

Eo  other  references  to  this  sighting  have  hoen  noted  In 
public  nev/s  nodi  or  ^(r^orts  of  other  agencies  In  the  Hpvallan 
eree.  Eoferenc«  Is  nado  to  Snot  Intclllgenoe  Eeoort,  Pile  ?4- 
24,  dated  2o  DixeDber  1950»  ferwardsd  to  Director  of  Special 
Inveatigntlone,  Eeadquartors  TTSAP’,  VTasMngton  25,  D.  C.,  hy 
this  office,  r<^rting  a olcillgr  sighting  on  24  Docetnibor  195^» 

3.  AO  Tier  office  of  the  Intelllsence  Officer,  Pacific 

Division,  :‘.llltai*y  Air  Transport  Service,  Kicko.T^  A?  Base,  APO  953* 
advised  on  S January  1951* 

4*  DIST?.IB7TIcr;  In  addition  to  addi'esceea,  conies  of  this 
report  ore  furnished: 

Chief,  Intelligence  Division,  HATS,  Andrev/s  A75,  Uashington 
25  D.  C. 

Intelligence  Officer,  PACD  HATS,  Hlchem  AFP,  A?0  953 


ron  THS  cor.iA:‘ro3Hj 
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lit  'wolonel,  USA? 

Chie  f.  Invest  Igatlono 
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D/L  fr  Hq  P/.CD,  Subjt  1st  Ind 

l'uconr«ntional  Aircraft 
Gordon  A*  lenn,  civ 
dtd  10  Jan  51 

WiTS  24-233 


IIACIG 


HQ,  LlILITAPJf  AIR  TRANSPORT  SERVICE,  Andrews  AF  Base,  V:a3hlngton  25,  D,  C. 


TOj  Headquarters  USA?,  The  Inspector  General,  A.TTJlj  Director  of  Special 
Investigations,  t/ashington  25,  D*  0, 


Forwarded  for  your  Infomation, 
FOR  THE  CO:.<WAIIDER! 


24-185-600/30 
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JULIUS  A,  K0L3 
Colonel,  USA? 


\ Deputy  Inacector  General 


2nd  Ind 


ai 


DEP.UTMSNT  OP  TH3  AIR  PCaCS,  HQ,  U.  3.  AIB  F0RC3,  Washington  25,  D.  C, 

TO:  Commanding  General,  Air  Materiel  Command,  Wrlght-Patterson  Air 

Force  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio,  ATTN:  MCI3 


Forwarded  as  a matter  of  interest  to  yo^ir  Co.amand. 


BY  COMMAhD  OP  THS  CHIKP  OP  SVAFP: 
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Bor/A.  LANOX  / 
^Ma;Jor,  U,  S,  Air  Force 
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Asst  Exec,  Dir.  of  Special  Investigations 
The  Insoactor  General 
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Frying  Socfcei  Troubles 


[BaSioon  T cakes  a T rio 


ne^ldents  of  the  Wichita  Falls 
area  had  ''flyinij  saucer*'  troub« 
Ai;aln  Tuesday,  but  govern* 
iMont  ordnance  officials  said 
**uo  such  thing.** 

The  object  that  was  seen  by 
literally  thousands  of  West  Tex* 
ans,  the  government  men  said, 
was  a balloon  leleased  early 
Tueviay  at  White  Sands  Prov* 
,lng  Ground,  N.  M. 

That  report  may  end  Tues* 
day's  chapter  i»f  the  saucer  tales 
orflrially,  but  some  (oiks  around 
were  skeptical  ot  the  ex* 
plnnation* 

Too  many  people  saw  the 
niysterloMi  thing.  Nearly  every- 
body in  Seymour  turned  out  to 
Irv<k  nt  It. 

People  oil  the  way  from 
Guthrie  and  Dickens  to  the  Im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Wlchitn  Falls 
watched  the  *'balloon** — some  of 
them  for  nearly  two  hours. 

The  pilot  of  a light  plane 
from  Hobbs,  N»  M.,  chased  the 
object  for  more  than  lOO  miles 
b\it  was  able  to  get  no  closer 
than  50  to  75  miles. 

The  Record  News  received 
scores  of  telephone  calls  from 
woftdering  witnesses,  and  calls 
came  also  to  the  Sheppard  Air 


Force  Base  control  tower,  the 
police  station,  the  w*eather  bu- 
reau and  the  Civil  Aeronautics 
Association. 

Ail  spectators  wanted  to 
stress  a common  belief— the  ob- 
ject was  ilefmiteiy  not  n bal- 
loon, they  said. 

Hepovts  from  various  New 
Mexico  and  Texas  communities 
had  all  the  trimmings  o(  the 
flying  saucer  stories,  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  repc»rtetl.  The  ob- 
ject moved  sharply  to  the  right 
and  left  ft  jumped  tip  and 
down,  it  even  left  vapor  trails, 
a report  traced  to  the  antics  of 
a jet  plane  cavorting  about  100 
miles  from  Artesla,  N.  M. 

The  ballooHi  said  the  White 
Ssnds  officials,  was  released 
there  early  Tuesday  as  part  of 
an  ordnance  conference  in  con- 
nection with  the  guided  missile 
pro<<rnm.  Reports  started  to 
trickle  in  from  Southeast  New 
Mexico  and  Southwest  West 
I Texas  that  another  flying  sau- 
/ccr  had  been  sighted. 

It  was  between  5:S0  and  6:30 
,p.  that  most  persons  in  this 
"larea  ob.ierved  the  ‘•balloon.*’ 

Sheriff  Luttrell  at  Vernon 
(Continued  on  Page  2} 


WICHITA  FAILS  RECO^LO  NEWS' 

WICHIT.%  ^ 

Page  2 - Wed.,  Jan.  17,  1951 


Wmirds  See 
f\w^  Balloon 

(CAnlinupfl  From  Pair  Onr) 

watched  the  object  for, nearly 
3b  minulei  as  It  moved  slowly 
through  the  sky  at  a height  of 
8,(J00>t0,0<H)  feet.  It  stopped  in* 
termittently,  he  sai<i,  then  sud- 
denly began  climbing  straight  up 
until  It  disappeared  at  a height 

of  30,000  to  40.000  feet. 

Luttrell,  an  Air  Force  reserv- 
ist who  is  familiar  with  planes 
and  other  aerial  objects,  said 
he  had  seen  lot  nf  weather 
balloons  go  up.  but  I never  saw 
one  so  up  that  fast." 

He  called  a friend.  R.  B. 
Smith,  a Vernon  surveyor. 
Smith  watched  the  "balloon” 
Uirough  a 40-power  t*l*»rope. 
It  was  traveling,  he  Mid,  at  an 
angle  from  the  ground  of  44  de- 
grees and  .10  minutes  and  mov- 
ing northeast  When  it  began 
Its  sudden  ascent,  the  "balloon” 
seemed  to  give  off  a hurst  ot 
orange  flame.  Smith  declared. 

To  Luttrell  and  Smith,  the 
object  resembled  a "tremendous  . 
floating  light  bulb"— shaped 
like  an  inverted  light  bulb  with 
a neck  that  came  to  a point. 
It  was  aluminum  in  color. 

A "very  large”  disc  traveling 
eastward  at  an  extreme  height 
was  what  one  resident  of  Mim- 
dsy  saw 

Clarence  Fox  of  Lubbock  no- 
ticed people  watching  the  sky 
from  their  yards  as  he  drove 
frnm  Lubbock  to  Wichita  Falls 
Tuesday  afternoon.  But  not  un- 
til he  reached  Seymour  about 
$:S5  p.  m.  and  saw  that  nearly 
everyone  In  town  W’ai  looking 
skyward  did  he  stop. 

It  was  then  he  saw  "an  ob- 
ject apparently  .nbout  feet 

high  and  shaped  much . like  a 
top  except  that  it  was  fiat  on 
the  bottom.  It  was  giving  off 
a white  light  similar  to  fluores- 
cent lighting."  I 

Fox  left  Seymour  about  8:IS 
p.  m.  >md  .<(t<>pped  about  seven  j 
miles  from  there  to  have  an- 
other If>ok.  He  snid  the  object 
th>-n  appeared  to  be  some  50  or 
lOo  miles  south  of  Seymour  and 
tr.weling  at  a high  rate  of 

Upon  reaching  Wichita  Falls, 
the  Lubbork  man  talked  with  a 
truck  driver  who  ha<l  watched 
the  object  nil  the  way  from 
Tickena.  "After  dark,"  the  driv- 
er ‘.aid,  "it  seemed  to  take  on  a 
luddiah  ipuv.- " I 
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?J'».t3pai>er  cllnpin>;  tak#»n  frcin  tho  Wichita  Falls  H«cort!  7qv.'3,  wornln^ 
datsiJ  T/iirj'iFlay  1?  January  1*^^1,  lis^^i  as  innl  •?  1,  Is  fonvirl*.*?!  for  y 
Infomatlon  herewith* 


cdU  Ion, 
vour 


\o  further  inqulrj'  has  beer,  aads  ejrcept  cheeking  the  story  vdth  the  sheriff 
of  Vernon  Texas,  since  Government  raen  at  White  3an^s  Proving  Ground,  **.:*,, 
Idcntiflsd  the  object. 
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rOWNOfiAl)I-?D  AT  H VRA?.  IXTKRVMS- 
J>KCiu\hSll'IKU  AFTVM  12  yE.UiS. 
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bUTRinTiOfi  iY  omcmATOK 


1 cy  CoTfnandlri£i  General,  ATIG,  ATTIC:  T>l/j  Operations,  Director  of  Intelll»^once 
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